TALEXANDRIA, VA.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1873
Tue SEAsON.—We tender to onr readers,
one and all, the. compliments of the scason,
and wish them all health and happiness.

A eolored delegation, composed of George
T. Downing, Frederick Douglass, N. W. Cu-
ey, F. G. Barbadoes, D. A. Stryker and W,
J. Wilson, had an ioterview yesterday by ap-
pointwment with Representative A. 1. Stephens,
of Georgin, who received the delegation in the
wost {riendly manner. The delegation report
that in the course of the couversation Mr. St
pheas frecly admitted that colored men as citi-
zens were entitlod to full protection io their
civil rights without any invidious proseription,
but that it was the duty of the respeetive
States, and not that of the Federal Govern-
ment, to act in order to seeurc them. lle
stated that he was preparing a speech, to be
‘delivered in the House of Representatives, on
the Civil Rights bill, and in this his views were
fully expressed.

It is said at the Navy Departwent that the
Virginius will be taken to New York instead
of Norfolk, as at first contewplated, and it is
the intention of the Government to libel her at
once in the United States District Court for
violation of the United States law relating to
the registering and recording of vessels.  Un:
less the owners of the Virgiuius can show that
their proceedings were regular aul legal the
vessel will be condemned and sold at publie
auetion, and oeither her owoers vor the Spao-
isn authoritics will have any further claim up-
on her. As soon as the State llepartment can
produce the necessary evidence our Govero-

_.ment will press its demand against Spain for

[}

Jndemnity in behalf of the families of the exe-
cated persons. No further diplomatie compli
cations are apprehended.

The Postmaster General has made arrange-
weats for a fourth regular wail from New York
to.Burope cach week---the new or additioual
mail-day being Tuesday. Mr. Creswell bas
determined not to make new contracts alter the
expiration, on the 31st instant, of those now io
existence, but he will give the occan mails to
vessels which make the quickest irips across
the Atlantic. The speed of steamers is to be
ascerinined from their logs each month, Mails
will be given to steamers of the new American
line from Philadelphia as often as vessels on
that line can sail.

In connection with the question raised in the
Senate Military Committee concerning the con-
firmation of Col. Crook to the rank of Brigadier
General, it is held by those opposing the coo-
firmation on the theory that there is no vacan-
¢y, that the failure of Paymaster General Al-
‘vord . to. be confirmed as Brigadier General iy
proof that the law of 1870 should be construcd
strietly, It is, however, stated by Geo. Co-
bura, Chairman®of the House Military Cow-
mittee, that such was not the construction of
law when Alvord's case was considered.

It is anpounced that the price of coal next
year has already been determined oo, and that
the market will open ten cents a ton lower than
it opened last Spring. This deduction is not
considerable, and will not affect the retail trade.
Meantime, the companies are negotiating with
their laborers and miners as to the rate ol
wages to be given next year, and are proposing
a general reduction of ten per cent. It remains
to be seen whether the combination which con-

" trolled prices so completely this year will be

0l

able to do so with equal success another year,

The Baltimore Awerican says: ‘“General
Sickles’ resignation as Minister to Spain occa-
sions no regret.  The New York Times says
that he did his best to involve his country io a

_ war with Spain, aod that the rccent pegotia-
tions were carricd on without reference to him
in any way—"*‘his own bad judgment and worse

_tewpér bhaving rendered it impossible for the
Spanish Minister to hold any intercourse with
himat a very early day.""

The Presideunt has it is said, declared his de-

termination not to withdraw the nowmination of
Attorney General Williams as Chiel Justice of

the Supreme Court.

The President returned to Washington yes-
terday on the Western train. He was accom-
panied by his son, Col. Fred. Grant, and by
Gun, Babeock.

Dr. Bodiseo Williams died yesterday at his
mother's residence in Georgetown, D. C., of
pneumonia.

There is a bitter fight goiug on between the
Baltimore and Ohio and the Pennsylvania rail-
roads.

A Washington Stock Exchange was opened
at noon yesterday.

Dr. Wam. C. Mayo, of Richmond, died in
. that city yesterday.

8ap Deari.—Quite a number of young la-
dies from Augusts and Rockinghaw counties
have been iv attendaoce on a large boarding
gchool in Fauquier, pear the Manassas Gap
Ruilroad. They took the cars on the morning
of the 17th inst., to spend the holidays with
their friends. OF the number was Miss Martie
J., only daughter of Mrs. Mary Jane McCue,
of this county, who met the stage at Mrs. Par-
kins’, her sister, oo that evening, to greet her
daunghter and take her home. Whocan imagive
hér aoguish at findiog her delirious with a rag-
ing fever and all the symptows of poeumonia,
induced, as it is vow believed, by a change of
duess on the evening before, in attendance ona
livtle party given the girls, perhaps by their
teachers. After the most carcful attention of
_ phiysicians and anxious friends, death ensued
on the morniog of the 19th inst. Mis. MeCue
has the eurpest sympathy of a large circle of
relatives and friends. — Staunton Spectator,

A Christmas Homily.
| From the Fredericksburg News. |

No more appropriate and beautiful tribute
to “the Day we Celebrate” could be rendered
than the fullowing, which we find laid aside
from a valued exchange for use and reprodue
tion on this, cur Yule-tde of 1873, And s0
we give place this once to our eloguent eon-
teporary, wha says: Lo all Chrisuan lands
with the ringing of bells, and psalm, and pray
er, and pageant, and cercwoniul, the anniver-
sary of the birth of vur Saviour will be cvle-
brated.  Lu this, at least, all forwsof Chrisiian
beliet are i aceord.  The subliwe simplicity of
the wrand old hywn :

“Whea shepherds watehed their flucks by
night,

All seated on the ground,

The Angels of the Lind ¢ame down,

And glory shone around,” :
still touches all our hearts, aud we are carried,
iu imagination back, as oo a bewm of light,
through vearly vioeteen dead ceuturies, to the
Syrian plain, and the Star that shone so wou-
drously over Bethlehem. and the Christ Chilid
in his lowly wanger,  We see, us il were 1o 2
vision, the adoration of the Magi; we smell
strauge odors of Myrrh and Frankincense, aod
we hear as by an tuner seuse, Augelie voices in
the sky, chantiog their gracwons words of’ praise
and prowmise :

“Glory to God in the Highest.  On earth

Peace. Good will toward men !”

low these glad tidings passed, from lip to
lip, we know--slowly at first, but siukiog
deeply into the bearts of the huwmble; filling
them with the conscivusness of a Spiritual
Presence, and clothing them with new thoughts
and nobler aspirations, How, in the fuloess
ol time, our Lord made himaell known to the
people, and taught them, by parables and cx-
ample, what it was weet they should learn and
do; how He wrought miracles, by virtue ol the
Divinity that was 1o Him; was traduced, and
tewpted, aud persccuted, avd suffered death
upon the Cross-—who is there, amoog all the
Christing peoples that have lived and died,who
has not laid to heart, the sad and sweet, aud
solewn, yet cowmlorting story ?

For vearly nlueteen hundred years the day
ol his Nativity has been kept, At first, it 'was
celebrated only by httle scattered baunds of
Christing  couverts, in seeret, aud io the very
Valley of the Shadow of Death,  But, vpenly,
pand joyouslw and with stately rites and cere-
montes, as the Centuries rolled on, and Chris-
tiapity rose to reverenee on the ruins of the
old Pagan creeds.  The refived Greeks, and
the hardy Romans—the [lutelleet, and the
Power of the ancient world —were dying out.
The Oracles were dumb.  Augurs and Sooth-
sayers ceased their divinations, and the statues
of the Marble Gods fell from their pedestals
before the Christian Cross, and the Shepherd’s
Ul’l’luk.

Earnest and enthusiastic wissionaries weut
threh ioto all known lands, aud nto the isles

“(lose girdled by the inviolate sea,”
and taught the new fuith to ignorant Kings
and to Chieftaing, whose pastime was the
chase and the engrossing business of whose
lives was to circumvent and slaughter each
other. Wonderfully persuasive must have been
the eloquence of these holy aod self-denying
wen—Ilur there wus vo pride in the chuich of
those days—to have wrought the chauvges they

did, by means apparently so iuvadeqguate.
Simple in their garb; abstemious in their
mode of living; their onoly weapon the

Cross they bore : their only argument the won-
derful story it symbolized, they wandered from
country to country conquering projudices, tear-
ing up traditions by the roots, subduing the
rudest bearts to penitence and better lives, and
illuminating the blood-stained stoues ot heathen
Altars with the tives of a newer, aud 2 purer,
aud a oobler faith.

And so it cawe to pass, with each recurring
year, that the anpiversary of our Saviour's
birth became, by geoeral accord, a seasou of
High Festival. The Church, as it grew in
power and influence wade the oceasion wemor-
able by the grandeur of its worship, auvd the
splendor of its pageants. Castle and  Hall;
Graoge and Cottage; Town and Village; Thorpe
and Hamlet, vied with each other in hospitali-
ty and joyousness. And bells were rung, and
Carols sung, and Barou aod Serf, and Yeoman
and Hind, were drawn closer together by the
sweet influcnced® of the day, and the charities
that blessed and eouscerated it.

We, too-keep up the ancient and beautiful
custom; but under different conditivos. of it
and in a differeot spirit.  Yet, even to us—
awid the jarring of creeds, and the loss of much
ol that ehildlike faith and simple unguestioniog
reverence that disappears with larger koow-
ledge and the growth of skepticism and infideli-
ty—the day brings its joys aod its rewem-
brauvces; its interchaoges of gifis, aod-—let us
Liope—that free haoded liberality to the poor
and needy, which is eujoined, not only by the
faith we profess, but also by our natural in-
stincts and sympathies, aod which, whilst it
gives a richer flavar to the food we share, and
a rarer bouquet to the wine we dispense, is the
best evidence of our thaokfulness to Him who
holds rich and poor alike in the hollow of his
hand. And so—a merry Christmasto_all; and
a5 Tiny Tim™ observed, “God bless Us, Kivery
One."”’

FOREIGN NEWS,

The searlet fever, in an unusually malignant
forw, prevails in sowe parts of Kogland. There
have been torty-lour deaths frowm this disease
in Liverpool withiu a few days.

A speeial from Berlio to the London Times
says that iu consequence of alarming rumors in
regard to the health of the Eniperor Wiiliam,
ananxions ecrowd flled the square opposite the
pulace. Ilie people were assurred from  the
balcony that the Emperor was compartively
well, though confined to his room, but they re-
fusedsodisperse.  The Standard reports rumors
were persistently eiveulated yesterday of the
Bwperor's death. They are undoubtedly false,
but it is certain that His Majesty is very ill.

The Daily News reports that the hostile
tone of recent pastorals issued by Freneh bish-
ops have caused the Germao (Government to
renew its complaiuts to Fravee.

Chevalier Nigra, the ltalian Mioister, had
an interview with President MacMahon yester-
day and proposed the resumption of cordial re-
lations betweeu I'rance and Ltaly.

The French Peace Society gave a banguet
in honor of its seeretary, M. Richard, who has
just returned from a wission to ltuly. A pum-
ber ol Americans and Foglishmeo were among
the invited guests, and toasts to the Uuited
States aud Great Britain were given.

The proposed graot of mooey to the ex-Km-
press Kugenie is stroogly onposed in France.

The report of Bazaine's flight is uofounded.
It is now stated that the ex-marshal 13 to leave
Paris to-night tor Sainte Marguerite, bis place
of imprisoument.

SEri ADAMS was an eccentriceitizon of New:
ton, Massachusetts. He acenmuluted wealth
to the amount of nearly two miilion dollars,
aud has bequeathed it, with insigoificant ex-
ceptions, all to charitable purposes.  Bat the
gueerest thing in bis will is the recognition of
uervousness as a disease, and the founding of’
the “Adams Nervine Asylum.” To this the
greater portion of his estate is given. The in-
stitution is for ‘‘the benefit of such indigent,
debilitated, nervous people, citizens ot Mussa-
chusetts,” as may need it eare.  The pringipal
curative ageney shall bo the “‘movewent cure,"
hot and cold baths, pure air, gymnastics and
genial associations. Ol course there are rumors
that the relatives will cootest the will un the
ground of mental incompetencey.

Judge Hager, of San Krancisco, anti railroad
candidate, was yesterday, at Sacramento, elect-
ed U. 8. Sepator from Califurnia, tor the short

term, on the second ballot,

NHEW= OF

Lo show the very age and binly of the Times."”

1u the Cireuit Court of Baltimore ‘city, yes-
terday, Judze Pinkney decided that a bequest
“to the Bpiscopai Bishop of Western Mary-
Jand, in trust to be used for the ereetion of'a
wission chureh in the eity of Baltimore.”" was
void on the ground of uacertainty. The late
Rev. George Morrison, after waking a uumber
of bequests in his will, declares: *“The balauce
T devise to be left to the Bishop of Western
Mryland, iu trust to be used for the erection
of a mission church io the city of' Baltimore.”
3i-hop Whittinghaw sued the exceutor ol
Morrison to recover the bequest, and the eourt
says there canvot be a truse without eestui gne
trust, and if it cannot e ascertained who the
gestul (ne trust is, itis the same as i there
were voue, aud the bequest is void (o uneer-
tainty.

A thrilling secne occurred at Mis, Liver-
more’s leeture at Springfivld, V., a few nights
sinee.  The lady had been dilating eloguently
apon the bad offeets of tight lacing, when a
young woman in the gallery, with great diffi-
culty and much perseveravce, burst her corset
steings. and drawing them tforth, knotted rhew
together and tossed themw to sowe gentlemen
pear by, with the observation: **Here, boys,
you cau have this to play cat's-cradle with.”

Advices from Tueson, Arizana, state that a
terrible tragedy oceurred on the Joth of De-

cember at Linesln, New Mexico. Constable
Martin, with a posse, attempted to arrest David
Warner, M. . Earl and J.°S. Glynn, when
Warner killed Martin, The sherifl”s posse then
killed Warner, and the other two named were
found dead, riddled with bullets,

Gen. A, B. Dyer, the commaodant of the

Washington arsenal, is lying dangeronsly ill at
his residence, and no hopes are entertained ol
his recovery.

N
Commencement Exercises.
[Correspondenee of the Alexandria Guzette. |

Bracksusoka, Va., Dee 19, 1873, —The
interediate celebration of the “*Sophosonian™
Literary Society of the Agricultural and Me-
chanical College took place in the M K. Chureh,
in thix place, last night. The Christianshurg
brass band was in attendance, and their fine
wusic added very muceh to the occasion. The
congregation was large and enthusiastie.

The services were opened with prayer by
Rev. W. I Wilhelm, of the Presbyterian
Chliureh, after which Mr. R, G. Gillum, of
Augusta, delivered an oratioo on the *lyvils of
Lutemperance.”” Mr, Gillum is a gracelul speak-
er,and heacguitted hiwsell’ in 2 maoner warthy
ol'an older head. Hissueeesssin lile is assured.

Mr. R 3. Minor, of Haoover, followed in
an address on the “‘Adeantages of Debating
Soeietics.” His paper was thoroughly pre-
pared, and there is no doubt of the unalytical
cast ol his wind.

The delivery of these orations made a fine
impression on the winds of all who were present,
but the most interesting and exciting part of
the evenivg's entertuipment consisted o the
discussson of the following question: “*Which
exerts the greater tnflneoee over wan, the love
of woman or woney "' Affirmative, J. B. Bo-
cock and Robert Soavely, the tormer of Lyoch-
Ltrg, and the latter off Wythe.  The negative
was represected by Wm. B. Tinsley, of Appo-
mattox,aud Richard Dear,of Fairfax. Mr. Boeock
led off inaspeceh of great toree,sound argument,
and a large amount of geouine humor.  Mr.
Tinsley followed on the necative in an address
of great power, much wit, and conclusive logie,
Tinsley willdo. Mr. Snavely cawe to the res-
cue of theaffirmative in a manner which showed
that he had studied the subjeet earclully, and
with a determination to win.  Hix effore was a
fine one. Mr. Dear elosed the discussion in a
way that led all preseot to cooclude that he
yossessed @ miond of wore than ordinary powers.
le did nubly. "This diseussion wade a profuuoed
impression and refleeted grear eredit on the
Saciety, the fuenlty, and the young wen themw-
sulves,

The farewell words of Messrs, Tinsley and
Dear, (asthey do not intend to return) thrilled
every heart, and allunited in the desire that a
kind rovidence would ever guide and keep
them,

Mr. C. W. Boenck, of Lynehburg, acted as
President of the Society, aund, from his well
known ability, it is unpecessary to say that he
performed his duties well.

Wihen we consider the short time this College
has been in existenes, and the limiled weaoy
at her eommand, we do oot go beyood the truch
when we say that the day 15 pot far in the fu-
ture, when she will compare favorably with the
best in the land.  May it succeed, is the sincere
wish of G.

P e R

Ovsrer Wanr.—All is not “quaiet on the Po-
tomae,”’ it we way believe the Philadelphin
Ledger, which reports two paval encounters,
cach resnlting, happily, in the loss of nothing
but saceess. The “*Maryland Oyster Police
sloop Bessic Wooltord™ recently sighted the
schuoner Kate Cassidy, eugaged in the erime
of dredging for oysters in St. Mary's river.
Pursuit, resulting 1o an cxciting ehase ol eight
wules, evabled the police to overtake the guilty
vessel, nod she was bourded by the Marylund
authorities. The Puolice Captaio reports that
her name was concealed and  hier number hid-
den, but. this seems to buave been all the con-
cealment attempted, for he goes oo to say that
“the Captain and crew of ten, preseuting guos,
knives and opprobrious epithets,”” the pulice
were compelled to quit her.”  This disaster
to the Maryland marioe is, however, counter-
balanced by a somewhat similar defeat for Vir-
ginin. The “Virgivia Oyster Police steamer
Tredegar,” has been for some time warning
the Maryland dredgers from carrying on their
piratical operations i Pocowoke Sound. The
fillbuster schooner Cuba, from Crisfield, never-
theless, earried a hostile expedition there last
week, wheo the Virginian wap-ofwar hove in
sight, The chase was exciting, exhibiting some
extraordinary feats of pavigation, but the
schooner out-manceuvred aod out-sailed the
steamer. ‘I'he Virginian commander thea re-
sorted to the extreme measures pecessary in
such an emergency, and calling “all hands,”
he fired the steamer's guo in such a mapoer
that it would endanger no oue exeeptiog his
own ship’s company, and then desisred frow
the chase. Our readers, when enjoyivg their
bivalves, possibly may not be awure of the war-
fare that is waging oo their aceount along the
shores of the Chesapeake. — Belt. Am.

= omtre
BarsuyM is on his way over the Atlantic
with the great Indian box trick, and thus
writes to a friend in New York : *My Dear Mor-
ris: In reply to your letter, asking my opinion
of Dr. Lynn's entertainment, [ unhesitatingly
declare that I consider it warvelous and inter-
esting in the highest degree. Sowe of bis illu-
sions are positively astouuding and incompre-
hensible.  The seeret of the ludian box trick,
tor which [ have puid De. Lyon €500, will, in
my estiwation, create a great sensation in
Awmerica.  Yours, truly, P, L. Bagnoy”

MARRIED. o
December 23d, 1873, in Washington, D. G, by
Rev Stephen Hall, ROBERT A. TA Y LOR, of
Fairfux ecounty, Va., and Miss MARY I
TAY LOR, of Culpeper county.
—————
DIED.

In this place, on Monday evening, [!onamber'

22, MARY ESTELLE, youngest child of
Frederick and Mary K. Buker, aged two years
and one month. §

for sule by
THOMAS PERRY,
17 King streat.

2 OO— LBS BUCKWHEAT FLOUK
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A recular meetiog of the City Counueil was

held last night.
BOARD OF ALDERMEN.

It was not until 7:55 that the Board was eall-
ed 10 order by the President, there then Lieing
present but a bare qnorum, viz:  Messes. Jun-
ney, Latham, French Joboson and Maore,

Alter the reading of the minutes of the last
meeting and the call of coviirtees for reppris,
" A bill for repairs to the Alms House amount-
ing to $305.57, incl
&e , was presested by Mr. Moore and ordgied
to be paid.  Me. M. said that it "had beén

stated that these repairs wonld cost npwards of

$1.200, but that the Committee on Pubic
Property had had’all dhiaw was necéssary done
for-the uimount spreilicd” 2 N B g

De. Johnson having introdaced 1 resolution
providing that the wood purchased by the Cor

-1

poration fur the poor should be distributed by
the Qverseers of the Poor lnatn-af_ei of by the

Mavor,

Mr, Latham saidl he should appose the pas.
gage of the resolution npon prineiple,  He had
full coufidence in the Overseers ol the Poor, but
was not in favor of takioe from the Mayor the
distribution of the would.  His opportasities
were so wuch greater than those of’ the Over
seers for knowing 1o whom the disiribuiion
should be wade, and he should, or vught 1
have constant supervision in_all” parts ol the

eity, and eonscquently a better knowledee of

the relative ||u;»ul:uin:| ol'the Waurds, awd the
proportion of paor iy each. e koew there
ad Leen complaints of - purtialny agaivst the
present ineumbent, and it neeessary, he shonld
have his acis investigated, but as e as the dis-
tribution of the woud was cooncerned  he was
perfectly witling that the Mayor shoald have
the distribution, espeeially with our present
populittion.

r. Jolinson said that if" the Mayor riglidy
understood his posttion, he would refir the
matter to the Overseers, who, o his opiaion,
were wore nearly conoeeted with the peophe off
the Wards. So unegual bad been the distribu-
tion heretolore that the Overseers had  ceom-
pluined aud requested that the wood should be:
sulject to their orders,  He had presented the
resolution at the request of Me: Moore, und
was decidedly in favor of it

Mr, Moore thought the Overseers the prop
er ones to  distribute the wood, as the My
or had oot the time and could vot be as well
acquainted with the wants of the poor in the
d'ld'n:l'cnl Woards, Lo

Mr. Latham said he knew niore” abidnt the
matter than any one eise. While Mayor he
had always seted o harmovy with the Over
seers ol the Poor, and had Treqaemly  reiused
orders from them, always, however, with their
approval. 11" the- Mayor did his dnty he would
know to whowm the wood wus giveu, and in
what quantitis. Himself had beeo  charged,
while i office, of injustice, but he had aiways
trinmphaotly refuted the eharees,“ a8 Le had
done all others ever bronght agaiost him. W hile
Mayor he had in the matter of wool i the
poor, in four years, saved two year's salary, and
in 1566-"7 he had obtained lrom the govern-
ment ope hundred eords ol wowl; withour enst-
ing the eity one cear, smmething that, wichout
egotism, he did not believe anyone clse coull
bave dune.

The question being taken upon the adoption
of the resolution it was lost for want of the
requisite majority, Mr, Lecthaw voting no.

A resolution from the Comwon  Couneil
sanctioning the guttering of a portion of” Co-
lumbus streét near Woll, was opposed by Dr.
Juhnsoun on the ground that the whole sireet
would have to be gnulml soon, and that it would
therefore be a useless expeuditure, and upon
wotion of Mr Latham the netion of the Comw-
mon Council was won conenrred in, and the
resolution relerred to the Committes on Strecrs,

A resolution passed by the Common Couneil
in reference to delinguent property, instrueting
the Unllecturs tosell tor taxes due, was opposed
by Dr. Jublipson upow the gronnd of extruording
ry bard times, and that the Collectors should
first distrain, T

Dr. French favared the vesolutioh beeause
he thought that i all were foreed o pay  the
city would realize cighty or one hundred thous-
and dollars, avd the taxes could be redueed at
Jeast twenty per et., and the ey wonld got
along,-financially, wuch better.

Mr. Lathum favored the resolution becanse

it was but carrying out a law, and while it would
probably fall heavily upon biwsell, yet, as it
was e, and had been placed in the new char-
ter eontrary (o his wishes, he was fur earrging
it ont. "
Dr. Johnson again expressed his opposition
on account ol the times, and would wait until
Spriog and the revival of business before exe-
cuting thelaw in this respect.  He was for giv-
ing notice to delingneots, but at the same time
granting them some indulgenee, in consequence
o’ the fivaocial erisis. f

The question on conearting in the action of

the Cowmon Council, in passieg the resolation,
was theo taken aod it was lost for want of the re-
quisite majority —Dr. Johosoo voting wo.

Mr. Moore said hedid not see the unse of

eonsidering any further business ay it seemed
nothiog could pass,- but,

A resolution from the Common Counneil in-
strueting the delegates in the Legislarare from
this eity and county to vote for a hill requiring
the payment of the eapitation tax as a prere-
quisite to votiug in the municipal clectivns, was
read, and the vote heiog tnkeu upon its passage
it was defeated —Mr. Latham votivg oo.

Bills against Dr. Johoson for « well on north
Pitt street. referred by the Comwmon Couneil,
coming up, 4

Mr. Latham askedif the work had been or
dered by Council.

Dr. Johnson explained that the people in
the neighborhood bad becn deprived of a
Spring by its being filled up, aod had called his
attention to their want of water; that he had
called the attention of the Comuiitiee on Sirects
to the matter, but they had paid no attention Lo
it, when he had had the work done himsell and
paid tor it, with the exception of 35 donated
by some of the residents in the vicimty. [t was
pecessary that the people there should have
water; that be had had the work done cheap,
and it pow only remained to hiseen whether he
was to be reimbursed for his vutlay. !

The bills were referred.

Dr. Johnsou presented a petition of the bar-
bers asking the passage of u law requiring the
closing of barber shops oo Sundays, which, on
wotion of Mr. Latham, wus referred to the
Committee on General Laws, with instructivn«

to report a bill in accordane: with the prayerof

the petitioners; aud then, at 3:33, the Board
adjourned.
COMMON COUNCIL.
There was a very sparee attendance outside
of the bar, and but ten wembers within the bar
at the opening of the Cowmon Conocil last

oight. ) N
In introducing a resolation in favor of a

change in the charter 8o as to require the pay-
went of the city eaptation tax before votiug
at city elections, Mr. McKenzie said that the
bills of the colleetors of tuxes had been before
the committee, and there were wany unpaid
head tax bills (50 ets. each) and the comwit-
tee thought that some method should be adagu-
od to secure the pagment of such taxes.  The
children of persons pot paging the State tuxes
were not allewed to attend the publi¢ schouls,
T'be city paid $660 per month for these schools,
a heavy tax, and sowme method should be
adopted to enforee its pagment.

PT'hé resolution was unanimously agreed to,

Some bills for -digging a wéll oo nurth Pt
street, having been presented, -’ |

Mr. Ruck, who baoded them to the chair,
said that Mr. Lucas had handed thew to him.
The bills were contracted in digging a well to
sapply water to the people of upyrer ‘it strect
whose sources of warer supply  hid bedufilled

Do ;
Mr. McKeozie moved to refer to the Com-

uding purchase ol stoves,.

the bills,

Mr. Rishicll=Would it not be well 1o Lave
it dooe by eoutract.  |[Laughter. |

Mr. Eichberg asked whetber the work liad
been aathoerizad by Conueil.

The President-=There is no bill here against
the Couneil, the bills are against De Johe-
i,

“Mr, Fawle- [ move to retars the bills to
Mr. Rock.

Mr. Rock said that the bills had been eon-
“tracted by Dr. Jobosos. He sayswhen hedng
that well (he eorporatiou hud no money to spare
and he asdvanced the money. :

Mr. Bvaps suid that well was the water
which the people in that. neigbbothood lad
ased Jor o great many years, bae it wonld have
been covered up in” ginding Pite stréet but Dr.
Johuson o save the water for the people, hud
a wall made woud the spring, so that the peo-
plecould still g dowy and get the water,
_“Superivtendent ol Poliee, Clifford  (by re-
quest) said that he had wothiog o do with it
i the worl o T'hie well was above the spring,
bt the spring was sovered in belore the well
wits k.

Mr. Hurhes smid that when the Committee
on Streets bl relused 1o pay Tor this well,
De. Jobnson, who had ordered i, said he
would pay Tor it ont ol bis= own pocket, bat
alterwards he understood made a collection o
the neighborlivod.  How wonel woney he got
the spesker did not koow.  Now he comes
liere asking that Connetl pay biils that he con
trneted aud promised o pay, This kind of
thivg wonld not do. It Dr. W), took npon him-
selt by order work done be vught o take 1t ujp-
on hiwsell to pay for i, He (Dreo2 ) had uot
long stnee comracted  with a man foe diee for
the city's use at 10 ets, per load, when, if he
baod Bt the wotter alone, the ety would have
gol the earth for nothmg, e iheo brivgs i
the Bill helore his own committee and redued
the price a6 cts, This geotlewan who was
so Joted ol commenting upon uthers, allowed wo
one do aoything but bisell, 1 sappose e
thinks b is Bide King ol Siam, or something
else ! Yot lie bLisis maore I‘l,'..'hl:- than any other
mewber of Council. He would ke to koow
where the supplies 1o the small-pox hospital
eate from - at whose store the purehases were
wade.  1owas tone this thing had eome o a
Lesd, Hee moved o reler the betls o D, John-
SO1.

Mr. Evans sod that the well was but elelit
or ten teet deeps The well was dug o stnke
thie supply water ol the old spring then eover-
ed upy, but for 1t the ’uhlll]t' there woenld lave
had no water,

Mr. Fowle suid the bills were not praperty
before the Couanal They were De Johuson's
bills, and there was oo petition a-King puy-
ment,  There should be sueh a petinon,

Mr. MelKonzie spreed that the wode suge-
wosted by My Fowle wonld  be the best, He
dild not want o be discourteous, as Dy, Joho-
son wis never diseourteons e thonght'the
juistest way wis (o reler the bitlse Lt us
have peace. '

Me Hughes was aware of the eonrtesy of
D, Johuson, e had recently declared o the
Aldermen that e (DrJ)) had had bim (Mr.
1) appoinned on the Connmittee on Streets,
Il s0, he wever knew it He wonbl nsk the
President il it were so, :

The Peesident said he nsed his own judg-
nmient i the seleetion ol eommittecs, aud Mre,
Hughes was appointed at the sohieitation or by
the wfineoee ol nobody whatever.

Mr. Hughes—Dro Johinson says sowme peo-
ple lie, but other people eowe near the trath
amd don't hir it exactly.

The hills were relerred to the Committee oo
Claims, : :

T'he other Lisiness oceasioned no  Jdebate,
amd the Conneil adjourned before U o'clock.

Washingtoa News, -

The Cirenit Court yesterday discharged its
jury uutil Monday nest, and there will be vo
eourts open uutil Monday next. The executive
departments will all be elosed Christias and
New Yeur's Day, and with the exeeption of a
tew burcaus, wili zive all thair cmployees hall
a day holiday all the other days wonl January,

Twenty-one warnage leenses were  issued
yesterday.

The Coreoran Art Gallery will uot be opened
to the public for vue wonth yer, as Mr. Me-
Leod, the eurator, has found 1t necessary w
delay the grand opening unnil that tme,

Counsiderable complaine 15 expressed by the
workmen umder the strect coutractors,  be-
eause (hey have nol been paid  Tor sowe time,
All of the coniragtors promsed that they would
pay their lnborers off betore Chrisias, but so
far the waj.rity have been unable to do so,
though the varions Distriet. baods and serip
which 15 1ssued o contraciors i now sellivg al
good rates. Lo several cases eollisious have oe-
curred.  Abont four o'click yesterday a large
number of eolored und white workwen assem-
bled about a coutractor’s office ou Filteeuth
street, opposite the Treasury Depuriment, sod
demanded their pay in raher violent lungnage,
but Mr. Walsh put them off by prowising to
pay them i full this evenuog, avd thus pre-
vented any trouble.

Prof. J. R, 1L Wileax is makiug arenoge-
ments for the holding o’ two womens' richis
conventions in this ey durving the winter, The
first, which will be held 10 Junuary, will be in
the wterest vl the Boston party.  Mrs. Liver-
wore will ]'ﬂ‘l'hillt}. The New York party will
about a month Liter, hold a4 eonvention,

The ease of J. A. Brotherton vs, the Balti-
more and Olio Railroad Compaoy, was re-
smwed and  covceluded  yesterday.  The jury
fiund o verdier lor the plaiotifl, giviog hm
#5300 damages apainst the rulrowl cowpany.
He claiimed 10,000,

The captain of a Maryland schooner, the
Rock of Wicomico, which arvived here last
Thursday with o cargo ol vysters, has myster-
inrllwi}' I!i..‘:l]l]!l':ll'l'*]. L was Lst seen at the
house of Heorieta Cook, vo Thivteenth street,
late at night.  As he had with him some 3500
sowe apprehension ix felt i regard to Lin

The New Bogland Soeiety celebrated  Jast
pight, at Marini's Hall, the lawding of the
Pilerims on Plymonth Rock.  Specches were
wade by Senutor Morrill,  Rueprescutatives
Willurd and Ela, and others, and the oceusion
wits 4 tost pleasant ooe o all who partieipated,

Mr. Evan tlughes, a well know merchant
tatlor, died rhis meorning at his residence, oo ff
sireet, near 13th, frow the effeets of a'fall oo
the 13th inst.

A nuwhber of the Gormao citizens of the Dis
trict met Jast night awd appoivted & commitie:
to walt upon the pulice comwisioners aud ask
the reeonsideration of the action of the board,
by which a pumber of applieatioos for lecuses
to sell liquar have been relused.

Another dividend will be paid the depositors
of the IMirst Nutional Bauk ol this eiry on the
st of Javdury next. Lt isexpocted that it will
be fifteen per cent. Thirty per cent has alrea-
dy been pad, E

The s lups on K street, extending over a
mile on each side of the street were lighted
siwnltancously last night by eleeiricity.  The
result gave much satisfaction, and an effort will
be made to make the system perwancut avd
extend it to the entire eity.

The commissivucr of pitents has raised thun-
der among hiscelerks by refasing the time hoo-
ored Christmas gife'tv each elerk v the office
of a pretty knite or guld pea, on the [rivo'ous
pretext that he has diseovered that Christmas
gifts are oot provided for io the appropriu-
tions, and hence it would not be honest to spend
public woney tor such pusposes. = Wash. Cor,
uj. Bult, Sun. f

\TOTICE TO GAS CONSUMEKS,
N

Bills for the quaarter ending December 15th,
swre now ready for delivery. Al Dills puid by
the Ist of January, 1574 will boat the rate of
3 per thousand ;. on all b_l“a‘ ]Jn.linl wftur the firat
of Junnsry ten per cent will he added. T |

AL 2 to bhe, Sheep 4 o be, und
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

BOARD OF ALDERMEN.

AL a regulnr meeting of the Beard of AL,
wen, beld Deccber 23 1873, there wm-.-‘ ol
sent: S, U Janney, esq . President, widg -_\I,.pm.‘
Lntham, Moore, Johinson and Fropey e

The Committes on Cluims reported iy fyy o ¢
puying John J o Proctor 32, ws clerk of ull_-:-l.m‘-I
which was syreod 1o and the bill orlered y b
prad, ] }

The Committee on the Poor reparted ip fav
af puying thebillsol' J. P. Agnew, 347 50 T}, N
Hoy, $4940; and Smoot & Porry, $198 17 (o
munterinl furnished Alms House,—whien l\:.reu’
nwlopted aud the bills ordered 1o be puid, o

The following resolution—that the wood re.
cently purchased by ths Committes on the Poor
fur the use of the indigent persons of the ¢ 1y
siia!l be distrituted o such persons throuel 'l],'f,
ordors of the Overzéers of the Poorof the rospec.
Live wards  was lost. e

Bills off J. B Nicklin, $2; T B. Pinn, 89
and J. W. Nulls, $3 us judges and uleer]‘,;f::-
election in the 4th ward; also s (-mnmnni{-u‘i;‘.,;:
trom J. 1 Colemun ssking for & lense of & log o
the Fish Wharf; also 4 communiestion ml;k
Jomes Ferguson tor abatemunt ol Laxes; al..f
Lils for well on Piit street,—wore receivid fr.,
the Common Couneil snd  their setion mul.“;‘;
red 1, , .

A resolution instructing the Superintenden,
of Polica o pave n gutber on Columbus SLTwiL
nenr Wolle s siso n resolution in regard to -_--HI.
ing proporty upon which taxes wers not pwd
by first of March next,—woere rocsived from (.
Common Counetl and not agreed to, '

A communtention from sundry barbors pray-
ing for a law to close their shops on Sauday wa-
referred o the Committoe on Genersl Laws witl,
in-tructions Lo bring in s bIll lu securduncs witls
the wishes of the petitioners.

Tue Bonrd th o sdfourued,

Tusta: CJNOD DL JAMIESON, Clurk

COMMON COUNCIL.

At u regular sei-monthly meeting of the
Common Ceuneil, held Decewbor 23, 1873, thury
were presunt: Goorge R, Shinn, s, Prosident
and Messrs. B oek, Kichberg, Hopkins, Brodors
MeKenzie, Downham, Ristieill, Fowle, Clug-
gettl, Lueas, Hughes snd Kvans,

Mr. MeRenzie, from the Committes on Fi-
nance, reported the following resolution which
wns udopted :

Koisolved, That our Senators and Delegates in
the Genersl Assembiy be requested to use their
offorte to have the tenth section of the charter o1
this city =0 nmended as to requira payment o
the city eapitstion tax  beture boing sllowed
voly in charter elections,

Mr. McReanzie, from the same comnittes, re-
ported the following order, which was passed -

Ordered, Thut the Collectors ol Taxes lbu, uiid
they are hereby, directed to prepare the lists of
tses on wll property on which the bixes nree not
prd by the Ist ol March next, and to sell the
snme, commencing on the tirst Tuesday of Ajpril
next, alwer advertising the same nccording to
luw, and that they be required wo so advertise
und sell every year therealter,

Mr Evaos offered w resolution, which was
adopted, directing tha Superintendent off Police
to hsver the gutter upon the eust side of Colun-
bus street, north of Wolte, paved a distance ot
nbout twenty tive fect. to conneet the guiter
ucross Wolle streel with thut fiontung the prop-
erty ol Mr. Jereminh Huys,

A Ll of James W. Nuls, amounting to $4;
one of J. R Nicklin, for 32 and one of T, B
Pinn, for $2, tfor slection seevices, —woeré orderald
to be pad.

Mr. Roek preseated bills and receipts of Dr
J. B, Joboson tor aowell on the west side of 1
streel, between Princess and Oronoke, whiclk
were relerred Lo the Commitiee on Stroets

A bill of Thomass Hoy, simounting to $4940,
one ol Stwoot & Perry, for 3128 17; ons ot J, I
Aguew, for $47 50, and ne of Susuel Dishmsn,
for 370, tor materisl and work for the Poors
House,—were received from the Board of Alter
men und thuir action in ordering the same to be
puid was concurred iu.

A bill ofJohn J. Proctor, smounting to 31,
for election survices, reduced by the Committee
on Cluims o 32 was received from the Board o
Aldermen and thir weiion in adopting the cow
mittes's report was concurred in.

A communieation from Jumos Ferguson wsk-
ing for reductivn ol sgsessment and sxempti
from taxation of eapital employed in manaby
Luring purposes, was relorred o the Comuitie:
on Finanee

An aet ontitled an net for the revision, eodil
cation and smendment ol the laws of the oty ot
Aloxanirin was 1eceived rfrom the Bo rd of Al-
dermen, the amendmants made by that Bourd
coneurrsd in, snd passed by the following vote
Ayes, Missrs, Rock, Eichberg, Hopikins, Bro-
ders, Mclenzie, Dowuhaw, Fowle, Rishall
Clagget, Hughes, Lucss, Kvans und sr. Prosi-
dent—-13  Noes, nona.

A commumiention from James P Colennn
ncking for n tive yeurs' lease ol Lhe property oo
uupi-ﬁ by him at the Fish Wharl, was referiwd
to the Comnittoe on Public Property. _

Tue resolution diroecting the Superintendent of
Policy Lo puve the gutter un the enst side of U
lwbus street, north ol Wolle, was returned
from the Board of Aldermen, with the nction of
thiz Bowrd non-concurre tn snd relerraa o the
Clemmitiee on Streets, und their netion was cou-
clirredt 1,

The Bosrd then adjourned.

Teste: HAROLD SNOWDEN, CI'k,

T COMMIRCIAL.
Alexandria Market, December 21,73,

FLOUR, Superting...........e.- LB 00w T
Fine..... e ewie e DU A 00
Extra.. i 770 A 3D
Funily. coveeees ., 8% w4
Famly choict. ... Yyuy ou YA

WHEAT, common tu lair.... 1935 s 1
Fair 1o good . veeeewenees 118 1ia
Gootl 10 PrMB.veieesrrneee | 2 a0 100
Prime to choice red. woa 1T
Prime o choice white SesliTd W 108

CORN, white e cones IR RO
Mixed ....... Couse ow o uud
Yellow ... i Touos w0

0 07H & WO

(617 % b i ol 046 u U

BUTTER, prime. ... ... 030 & U
Common to middling.. 015 n U=

HG G iiivniinsisiisiviserion 3 a U3l

TURKEYS, dressid . une .. U1y » U 1>

CHICK KNS, dresaed .. 160 u &1k

IRISH POTATOES......... pol B 0w

ONTON ... i 175 u 20

CHESTNUDS i cvviennn e 5O0 w AW

DHEESSKED HOGS.......... 600 u "'“

BACON, Hams, eouutry. 011 a Ul
WESLET Tl veerreremmorensres 015 & VIS
SIAE8.0s veusessinsiessrasinne 0 % a U e
Shoulders 0 "‘5 a U .I

LA Rl e e 1008 WD

PLASTER, ground, per Losbbe.s T ._;U a U jll
Ground, in bags or barrels; 4 50 & 014
Ground, in bags, returned. 8 50 & O
[T, ) 47 n oM

SALL, G. A, (Liverpool) ... 150 & 110
FiNe e eansenmrnrss eopsmustmetbyr 246 B 2 f‘"

WOOL, common unwasbed ... 0% 8 U 2
Wil vanessersinnsnss sasnasns 03 a U@
Mirino, uiwashed 2 4 02
Morino, washed ... a 0an

HAY, per ton, from the cars.. 18 00 & 22

otlyr-

VWhent i fairly detive at an advance;
nt 13V

ings of 2087 bushols, with sales of” white :
and 173 for prime, sud of red ut 130, 145 wnd 1
for common 1o fuir, 155, 16, 163 nod 1155 il
good, 168, 170 wnil 153 for prime, and 175 nud e
for choice: Corn is dull at u decline of Zede; ot
arings of 2444 bu=hels mixed, with gilus nL oo, v
wnd 0. Kyw iz quiet at 83, Onts are stewdy
offerings of 148 hushals, with sules at 47, 4% nod
484, O.her urticles unchanged.

ALEXAYDRIA CATTLE MARKET, Der. 24
The nrkel tor liva stock this woek hns bed
dull, swith Hmited sales of Cattle s % to e, et
4t Hie, Hog: 63 1o The not, and Cows nm‘i Cnlve
20 1o $60 per hend, No. 1 Cows nud L"f‘f",“'
demund; comm.mand inferior dull and neglect:

Grorarrowy Carrne Marker, Dec '--i:'
The utficrings of Cade, Sheep wnd GRS T
Cnlves were vory limited Lu—d%. with very

(&)

4 Lee
> the yards, oty l:n A
buyers present ab tha yar Wo it Calve

20 Lo 30 pur bead. Murket dull nud ~11'""|_'|_:.1i

POKT OF ALEXANDRLA, DECEMBER S

SUN KOSE..oerinnn 7 11] MOON SET e el

SUN SETS. connnee 24T 1 e

REPRETIOR ARRIVRIS Perrs
Sehr MePhee, Petershurg, to Smoot et

MEMORANDA -
Junce 21k

deie 221w J. ROXBURY, Sup'ti

Schr E D Endicott, bence, at Provi




